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' i ' r ? ] ' , . 2 We A$ Result Of 
Shot Last Fri. ShootiNgs Friday Nite 

Reflstered NUTMS Edna MM.Krtruto. M 
T. (LlllUn) Ffnka wift a sllyer'senrlc* aad t n y 
and nursing statts h«reuponh«r rettrenicataftn-
Mrs. Frnka Is a Licensed Vocational )iui*t. Sc* 

Accident Kjjb 
AlleytoiTim 

f j ^ OFFICER 

Ass«fs Clinb To 

Record $24^ Mil 
TIM Flrii 

«( Eaglt 
oOHr 
jM-wtan 

record 
9M,733U>4. 

Tbe r( 
rtreals Unt 
ytar ar* ly 
over tlww i* 
D K . 3 M 
Hated at | U , 
Mta at |2l,BMntfl. 
ckwe .oC flw WO fttr Mi 
dcfwctU ««r» M a i at fUk,-
658,723JO antf i w i l » «» !•;,• 
M5,«16.04. 

Loons aaddtaenpiB Ik 'h 
Dec. Slat, W R n p w l 
ed at |U.59t,87l ,Ji 
pared to 
1974 aad 
wn. • 

TiM .cvrreat 
Teals 
at a acw Mg»a( 
•0, . 

A 15 year old youth, Rojr 
Itft Berry, who resides In 
tte Altalr area, is recuperat-

Sxom an accidental funshot 
while playing at his 

^last Friday mornln|^^ 
' r s saM 

t R o y l S i h ^ ^ ]3A$AT old 

G M s J u y EaglelLake 
Insuraice Agency llere 

—••^ Be Is reiww^d-te brirewH^-
Jt'j^ crattif Bieely from the acci-
^ Z «i i« . Roy Lej! U the son of 

Mr.' and Mrs. J. B. Berry 
aal d»y live on the Altman 
f m n southeaM of Altair. 

I Cassady, Eueis 
^ Buy Land, 

• f 

IB., WD ^ 

El«ctr6c4if»d When 

7200 Volt 

Roan Bend ptftnt south or Matt-
hews at 8:30 p.m. Tues., Dec. 
30th claimed the life of Ed
ward Fitzgerald, 40, of Alley-
ton, (he father of nine child
ren and the nephew of Rice 
Higt School vocational agri
culture instructor Willie Fitz
gerald. 

Hie freak electrical acd-
. dent also hospitalized Alton 
tlottschald, Jr., of Garwood ̂ rith 
severe bur^s on his hands and 

—borfr: ; • 
Representatives ofihecbun-' 

ty sheriff's office, the Bureau 
of Mines. Lone Star Indtis-
tries and Central Power and 
Light Co. took part in investi
gation of tbe accident. / 

Mr. Gottschald reportedly 
told the investitra^e JkSi „ 
a small rabbi t had run/ 
into a 30-foot length of 6-
inch aluminum pipe lying in a 
pile neart^. He said he sum
moned Fitzgerald who was 

'nearby to help him stand the 
length of pipe on end to get 
the rabbit out of the pipe. 

Reportedly the pipe came 
in contact with the center 
wire of a three phase CPL 
primary electrical Une, 
about 26 feet above the ground 
and carrying 7200 volts of 
electricity. 

. It is believed Fitzgerald 
was killed Instantly but he 
and Gottschald were rushed 
to the Eagle Lake Community 
Hospital by the Garwood Fire 
Department's emergency ve
hicle and a private vehicle 
Ixit Fitzgerald was pronounced 
dead on arrival. 

Gottschald was momen
tarily stunned by the shock 
but managed to get assistance 
from a nearby drag line oper
ator. He is reported to be 
recuperating from tbe shock 
and severe burns and has been 
released from the hospital. 

LAST RITES SAT. 
Funeral services ^••eHiejB' ^ 

at 2 p.m. Saturday for Fitz
gerald from tbe Mt. Marlah 
Baptist Church in Alleytoa 
with tbe Rev. L B. Kemp of
ficiating. Burial was in the 
Alleyton Cemetery. 

Suvlvors include his wtfe, 
Clarlne; nine children; his 
mother Mrs. Ruth Fitzgerald; 
two sisters and five brothers 
and other relatives. His fatti
er. Rex Fitzgerald, preced
ed him in death. 
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lajNsly 

Ri^ AHotaeit 
Dowi 8% l i 76 
But Congrots 

May Adopt 

Torgot Prico Pica 

Directors _of y ^ . Eagle 
Lafce Community Hospital 
liave approved the sale of the 
aidt>oq>ital buildlngandpfop-' 
«rt>. 

Mr. and Mrs. Allen D. Cas-
ndy purchased the 2.534 
acres of land at the rear of 

itospital.' T^ old hospital 
idlng and the land on_wlUch 
Is located were sold to 

Leeter Euers, owner of the 
EMite Lake Drugs. 

Tl>e Community Hospital 

n kmmttt 
«f tte property earSl 
Wl tite bids were unaccept-

and the final sale w^s 
ttiroug}! negotiations 

by the directors with the pros
pective buyers. 

MAS HEART SURGERY 
Frtends vUl be pleased to 

learn that Maurice Goodsonis 
home and recuperating nicely 
from heart surgery by Dr. 
Denton Cooley in St. Luke's 
Mortal in Houston Decem-
\mi 28i'J.—He^was released— 
Mew Year's Day. 

Cqotlnued improve mentis 
(or Mr/Goodson. 

Witfe Memorial 

Fund Established 
A aemorial ftind In memory 

< n t e late Richard Witte, who 
laet Friday, has beenes-

tablished at the First National 
BaAi. in Eagle Lake and per-

interested In making 
ibuttons to this fund to 

his"family are asked to 
tlwlr contributions at the 

ittflk or. null them to the 
Richard Witte Memorial Fund, 
Boa 215, Eagle UKe, T e x i r 
774M. 

Mr. Witte is survived bj-
lus wife and four children 
aad any assistance that you can 
offer to this grieved famUy 
will be appreciated. 

rt and Maxine Grlf-
rs of the Strickland 

Afmcy of Eagle 
Lake, ^qtmce thepurchase 

^ the Eagle Lake Insurance 
AgenciT from Edwin Gay and 
tor.fc over the new business 
on January lat. 

The Griffiths have oper
ated the Strickland Insurance 
Agency since Oct. 1, 1959 and 
say that tbe new acquisition 
wiU enable them to offer their 
customers and those of iite. 
Eagle Lake Insurance Agen
cy complete insurance cov
erage with a wide range of 
leaA1D|'%(ilHJi UMt'^uistff-iltXtllf!' 

Mr. Gay purchased the Eagle 
Lake Instfrance Agency Oct. 1, 
1967 from Mrs. W. E. McRee 
and has operated the ^s lnes s 
since that time. He and his 
wife^ Beverly, and children. 
Ed^EitepandAmy ^ v e d to 
Bay city where Mr. Gay 
plains to become associated 
with an insurance agency with 
which he was associated prior 
to coming to Eagle Lake. 

The Gays extetided sincere 
thanks to cHlzens of the com;^ 
munlty for their patronage and 
friendship mrer the past eight 
years. 

CONTUniE BOTH NAMES 

that be and Mrs. Griffith will 
contlnt* to operate their 
bualnM^asthe Strickland In
surance Agency and the name 
of Eagle Lake Insurance A-
gency wiD also be retained. 
Plans will be announced soon 

Jfor combiningthe two business 
locations into one. They noted 
that Mrs. McRee and Mary 
Ann 'Kaluu, currently wllb 
the Eagle 'Lake Insurance A-
gency, will continue to be em
ployed with the combined a-
gency. Mrs. A. D. Fudge also 
serves as secretary atStrlck-
land Insurance Agency and 
she too will continue irr^r 
former capacity. 

Mr. and Mrs. Griffith said 
(hey welcome the opportunity 
to serve their new and old 
customers with all types of 
insurance needs. They also 
commented that they will 
continue affiliation with all 
companies which were for
merly, represented by both 

•j&SitiS3Bfi Insurance and Eagle 
Lake Insbrance. 

They invite yoo to drop by 
either ^ their locations for 
the present »t 222 Main or 
115 North McCarty. Phone 
numbers at both locations ceo-— 
tinue to be the same. 

Friends in tbe community 
regret to learn that Mr. and 
Mrs. Gay are leaving this 
city. Both have been very 
active in community life. Mr. 
Gay has served as chairman 
of the Little League actlv-
-ttie» for several yeef» tnd^ 
was' chairman of the annual 
Little League candy sales and 
curiVhtly is serving as tbe 
president of the Eagle 

Ntw Ytar Op«ni 

With VioUnct 
TiM New Year started vltk 

violence and tragedy in this 
county wtten two Eagle Lake 
men died as the result of goD-
shot wounds last Friday night, 
January 2nd. 

^ lOit^.Kn^f rMa>.Al(M 
Cordon Elllls entered fifiT 
Western Club at Altalr and 
used a high powered 7.7 mn. 
Japanese make rifle to shoot 
Richard Witte In tbe stomaci), 
killing him Instantly. Shortly 

' afterward Ellis was found 
dead beside his car with the 
rifle still in bis hand on i 
Farm to Market road between 
Garwood and NAda, apparently 
from a self-inflicted gunshot. 

Investigating the shooting 
were Highway Patrolmen and 
dsputies fromthe County Sher
iff's oflice and other officers 
from this area. According to 
Information re^lrtd by tbe 
officers, the two men had 
been in the Western Club at 
Altalr since early In tbe af
ternoon. Ellis left Ihe 
place earlier that night and 
took Wltte's picki«), report^ 
•dly unknown to Witte until he 

uCClQCO ' vO' ~ iWIVw Pvlnv ttiw^ 
later. Meanwhile ElUs went 
to his home on Stevenson 
Street and left tbe truck there 
and be took his car and his 
wife the pickup truck and they 
headed toward AlUir but at the 
roadside park on Highway 90A 
west of Eagle Lake,betook 
the keys from the pickup lod 
threw them lo nearby brush 
and he left In the car. 

Officers say that they 
have not been able to deter-

^-lte<^«K*«^«»-T(jffli* 'ijrt^ f l a « r " T f ! ^ "Wt 
he plans lo commute back to 
Eagle Lake for several weeks ^ 
during the transition period. 

Citizens also join in ex-^ 
tending congratulations to the 
Griffiths on the expansion of 
their insurance business. 

^ ^ ^ ^' T. f ir j f Baby Of 
IWinlie Fmka Year B o m — r 

Asks Reelection New Years Day 

ElUs mterlBg the Western 
Club, calling Wltte's name, 
and then firing the sliot. Ellis 
then ordered Linda Jackson, 
owner of the club, to give 
him money. She fled out a back 
door, but Ellis allegedly 
went to tbe cash register and 
took an estimated |100. He 
dropped $34 outside the build
ing. It was reported that 
another rifle shot was fired 
once outside the bollding. 

Officers in the area began 
search for Ellis 

car. At aroupd 1:15 

Constable J. T. (Jlmmie) 
Frnka announces he will seek 
re-election and be asks for 
your vote and support in the 
Democratic Primary to be 
heU op May 1st. 

His announcement state* 

The first baby of the 1976 
year born in the Eagle Lake 
Community Hospital was little 
An^ Dellda Diaz, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfonso Diaz 
of tlUs city. She .^arrived at 

ment follows: V ' ' ' ° f*""* "* •'"""«'•> '- '»'«• 
"1 have served as.your.Con- N ^ ^ " " ' " " * J"^"* ^"^ 

stable tnJustlreof Peace Pre
cinct 8 for the past 12 years. 
I faithfully do aU my duties 
in a friendly way and will 
always be willing to give any
one a helping band. My record 
of the past 12 years will show 

.tws. :,.,.; ^.^ 
"* "'"'jj a n aiii active memt)er of 
the vColorado^County Peace 
Officers* Association and get 
along well with all branches 
of law enforcement agencies. 

"If you good people of Pre
cinct 8 will re-elect me, I will 

weighed eight pounds and 
eleven ounces and measured 
21 inches long. She is also 
being welcomed by five bro
thers and sisters. 

handle the job of Constable 
in the respectable way as I 
have done in the past. 
- "Again, thank you aU. 

Constable J. T. (Jtmmle) 
Trnka, 

Precln(!t No. 8" 

Signs Soil Testing Week Proclamation 

T»e V. 
ncwHw* 
strld 

mitt* 

tcrtwitoj 
Stolen 5at. 

Local police areinvestl-^ 
g.iUeg the theft of two Citize* 
B n̂d r»4Me fremvetMlesat 
tiie Steve Taylor Ifemte on ike 
' orner of State and Lakeseae 
time during Saturday nigM. 
Mr. Taylor reported toC 

of P«ii' e Ro) (hlsum 'Hmt 
tbe CB radios we re takea/r— 
a pieki<> truck and fro* aa 
aalotnotMle parked ialkedrte* 
way of the Taytor 

Celerade Ca^f indfi Lsalsr J. Crtaifc.'SMted at Ml, signs a prMlamatlon designatinc 
M. U-17 1994 as Soil TMOaf Weak ^ tMs coenty. Seeted with Judge Cranek is George 

of Bernardo. (hairanertMCowty'tPreffraaiBiiiklIng coitlmlttee. Others present 
tke signing of tbe proclaanUM were: stapdiag Mtto rigbt, Arthur Mahaliti of Eagle 

Billy Youeos of C^kuHbm, f b e r s ef the C&pmittee; and Cowty AfMi P^J0tant« 

R. (Butch) Martin of C r̂wood. (8eeslDf7«1»C**) 

an all-out 
and tbe 
a.m. Saturday, a passerby 
reported to the Garwood aber-
iff's deputy that a man with 
blood on his face was seen 
beside a car on FM 333 be
tween Garwood and Nadk. Offi
cers rushed to the scene and 
found ElUs dMdJesldebK 
car with bis band"illll t'Uilch-
Ing the rifle. 

Justice of Peace Richard 
C. Schmidt from the Columbus 
JP precinct conducted an in
quest at the scene of both 
deaths and ruled Witte died 
as the result of murder and 

_ EUls died as the result of a 
^__ielf-lnflicted gunshot wound. 

Bodies of both ElUs and 
Witte were broughf ô Eagle 
Lake by MlU-Bauer Funeral 
Home. 

Both men were employed 
with the Prater Construction 
company and had been doing 
work at local gravel pits In 
the Matthe |^rea. 

ObituarleVRr the two men 
litajr be found on page five. 

Bomb Threat 
Investigated 

Colorado County had its 
first bomb jscare of the year 
late Tueeday night when the 
county sheriff'* office re-

y* celved word from the' Hous-
fOik-JMft. of PubUc Safety 
office that a bomb had been 
reported on a Continental Bus 
heading for Colntnbus and the 
bomb was due to gooff at 9:25. 

When the bus arrived in Co-
lumbua, panenBers were re
moved and the bus taken to an 
Isolated road and local of
ficers and a Houston bonb 
ufifA waHi4 mrar an hour 

and nothing happened. A 
search %as made and the 
freight and three unclaimed 
pieces of luggage removed 
and placed in a dump truck 
and covered with a tarpauUn 
and tlM truck was placed In an 
Isolated area of the city dump 
but fortunately tbe bombs did 
not fD off-If there were 
any among the items. C^UBI-
bus firemen stood by in caae 
of an ei^losion. 

At 11:12 the passengers 
boartM the bu's and left for 
(beir destination. The bus 

y d i a r l a l a w d ' ~ 
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